Soir de Lune

Niu An, 2016

While | was working on this painting series, a fashion magazine interviewed me. As my
interviewer and | started to talk about the French perfume “Soir de Lune,” it occurred to
me that | should title the series “Soir de Lune.” | have always liked the word “tonight,”
for it reminds me of the phrase “carpe diem” — both expressions seem to be telling me
to seize the day and pursue my dreams before it is too late. In other words: tonight is the

night.

There are two paintings in the Soir de Lune series. The first one is inspired by the story of
Icarus in Greek mythology. Icarus tries to fly higher and higher, but when he comes too
close to the sun, the heat melts his wax wings, causing him to fall into the sea and drown.
For the second painting in the Soir de Lune series, the motif is “colorful clouds chasing
the moon.” While pursuing something precious, just like Icarus, the clouds are lucky
enough to float right beside the moon. Although both paintings in the Soir de Lune
series are about longing and pursuing, the endings of their stories are quite different.

Regarding the painting technique, | added extra water to the colors, creating a feeling of
free flow in the picture. The lines were applied using the technique of “free sketch” from

traditional Chinese painting. Thus, the painting implies the spirit of reclusion.



Selected Image:

Niu Ann (b.1968) , Soir de Lune, 2016, Acrylic on canvas, 79 x 79 inches (200 x 200 cm)
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