Lines of Quality

Niu An, 2017

| pursue quality in lines. | consider the quality of lines to be very essential to an excellent
painting. Lines do not have to be pretty, yet they should be painted with great courage
and no restraints; they may seem disordered, but should never be indecisive; they could

appear to be simple or minimalist, but should not be not careless or without a core.

Sometimes | would paint a line all in one stroke, echoing Paul Klee’'s famous saying

“taking a line for a walk.”

Sometimes | would paint thousands of seemingly chaotic lines. The lines intertwining
with one another produce a strong sense of tension in the painting. Although some lines
may seem unnecessary at first glance, they each turn out to be just as important as the
next. There is no law concerning the thickness of the lines. Some lines are as thin as a
mosquito’s leg, capturing a faint and slightly neurotic emotion; some are as thick as the

legs of an elephant, painted with an enormous brush, depicting a deep, intense feeling.

No matter what the lines are like, they should be lines of quality.
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Niu An (b.1968), Lion Series-CARPEDIEMDIEM, 2017, Acrylic on canvas, 39 x 79 inches (100 x 200 cm)
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