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Free Fall

Li Xu, Artist
Curated by
Dr. Wang Chunchen

New York, October 29 - W.Ming Art is pleased to premier an International Online Solo
Exhibition Li Xu: Free Fall, curated by Dr. Wang Chunchen on October 29%, 2020.

This exhibition displays twenty-five Li Xu oil paintings from 2007 to 2020. Please view

the paintings on the W.Ming Art official website and Artsy.

Li Xu (b. 1970) is a representative artist of China in the 1970s. He was born in Inner
Mongolia, lived and work in Beijing and now resides in New York. Although he lives in
New York, he embodies the efforts made by his generation in pursuit of art. From the
traditional realistic painting to the present expressive painting, as a painter who came out
of the traditional academy, Li Xu has achieved great changes and advancements. In the
creative process, Li Xu moved his thinking and perspective from the studio, the personal
experience of surroundings, and the daily experience to universal care and critical
concerns. The subjects he selects and the idea of his paintings all point to the immediate

social problems we face.

The title of this exhibition, Li Xu: Free Fall, was named by the curator Dr. Wang
Chunchen. As a physics concept, “free” specifically refers to “having no external forces”,
“ stationary”, and “with zero acceleration”. In some ways, the definition of “free” may be
truly reflected through “falling”. “Free fall” has only one force, which is the inherent

force called gravity. Once other forces are added, it cannot be regarded as a “free fall”.
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Dr. Wang Chunchen said: “Like ‘free fall’, Li Xu has his inherent value and persistence,

which is immune to external interference. When we follow this ‘law’ and function

according to human nature, it can exert great power”.

Free Fall, 2017, Oil on canvas, 16 x 20 inches (40.6 x 50.8 cm)

The twenty-five paintings, which are displayed in this Li Xu: Free Fall exhibition, show
the changing progress of Li Xu’s painting style and the continuity of his creative method
in the past thirteen years, as well as his further explorations and contemplation of social
issues and changes in society. Take Crow Flock as an example. It is one of the works
created during the 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic. The contrast of different times and spaces

implies the occurrence or result of unpredictable forces. The ordinary public and private
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space present a sense of strangeness and absurdity. In the antipodal contexts of eastern
and western cultures, the symbol “crow” takes on completely opposite meanings. This
also reflects Li Xu’s ambiguous attitude and the intention as a bystander toward current
society as deliberately vague and clearly directed, while at the same time, the work still

strongly criticizes the current situation. This contradiction also produces tension through

the language of the artist.

Crow Flock, 2020, Acrylic and oil on canvas, 72 x 96 inches (182.9 x 233.8cm) , Each: 72 x48 inches (182.9 x
121.9cm, 2 panels)

Li Xu said, “as people born in the 1970s, the growth of our generation has been
synchronized with the changes in Chinese society, and the ideology is also changing with
the changes of the times. However, in this changing process, our spirit hasn’t got the

same freedom to match it, instead it becomes more and more nowhere to rest. | feel that
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my growth history is a process of finding myself, losing myself, and establishing myself
in changes. It is also a process of constantly trying to establish myself, but being
ruthlessly broken and then difficult reestablish. Not only | have this lonely journey, but it
is more like a common destiny of this generation. As an individual, I cannot avoid being
trapped in this process, but as an artist, | can use my brush to firmly smear the traces of
myself and achieve freedom in my works. This is what I want to do”. From these twenty-
five paintings, Li Xu reflects on the human response, anxiety and resistance in the face of
disasters and difficulties. The paintings also present artist’s observation of people and
their inner thoughts; and the keen perception of surroundings, the social and the world.

The consciousness that Li Xu projects on the canvas is beyond.

Dr. Wang Chunchen in his curatorial essay on the exhibition points out, “for painters,
there are various types. What we admire is the painter who embraces the world and thinks
about the human and the social situation. Li Xu is one of this kind of artists, and his
painting has already entered a creative and responsive pursuit to question the present for a

future”.

With this exhibition, a short film “Li Xu: Free Fall” (2020) will be launched, which is
produced by Lillian Luan and Leru Chen, directed and edited by Zhang Lu and
commissioned by W.Ming. Besides that, W.Ming will also host exhibition related
lectures and online dialog. More detailed information will be announced on W.Ming

official website and social media platforms.

About Curator — Dr. Wang Chunchen:

Professor and Dr. Wang Chunchen is a world leading curator and critic. Dr. Wang is
Deputy Directory and the Chief Curator of the Art Museum at the Central Academy of Fine
Arts in Beijing, China, as well as an Adjunct Curator at the Eli and Edythe Broad Art
Museum at Michigan State University. In 2013, Dr. Wang was appointed as the curator of
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the Chinese Pavilion at the 55th edition of the Venice Biennale. Dr. Wang is also a Deputy
Principal Editor of the UK-based Journal of Contemporary Chinese Art and Editor-in-
Chief of The Chinese Contemporary Art Series published by Springer-Verlag, Germany.
Dr. Wang has been invited to travel all over the world to participate in symposia and forums
and to give lectures. In 2015, he was invited by Tate Research Center: Asia to be a Visiting
Fellow.

Dr. Wang is known for his contributions to the arts via his own body of works, publications,
and curatorial experiences. In 2009, he was honored with the coveted Chinese
Contemporary Art Awards — Critic Award, one of many awards he has received for his
input in art criticism. This particular award led to the writing and publication of Dr. Wang’s
book Art Intervenes in Society—A New Artistic Relationship.

Dr. Wang has also greatly influenced Chinese contemporary art criticism with his
translations of over ten books of art history and theory, such as After the End of Art (Arthur
C. Danto), The Abuse of Beauty (Arthur C. Danto), Art Since 1940 (Jonathan Fineberg),
The Language of Art History, Theory in Contemporary Art Since 1985, etc. In 2013, Dr.
Wang published his two volumes of essays, The Democracy of Art and The Politics of

Images.

About Arist — Xu Li:
Li Xu was born in 1970 in Inner Mongolia, China. Now he lives and works in Beijing
and New York. Li Xu received his Bachelor’s Degree from QOil Painting Department of
Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts in 1997, and Master’s Degree from the fourth studio of the
Oil Painting Department of the Central Academy of Fine Arts in 2004. Li Xu received his
Doctorate Degree in Oil Painting from the Central Academy of Fine Art in 2012. His
doctoral research interests are the Research on Chinese Oil Painting and Traditional
Culture; doctoral thesis, Free Viewing: The Space Concept of Portrait Art in Han
Dynasty, has been collected by National Library of China.
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Li Xu’s works have been exhibited at different art institutes, including National Art
Museum of China, Today Art Museum, CAFA Art Museum, Zhejiang Art Museum, China
Millennium Monument, Grand Palais, Congress Palace Museum, Cairo and more.
Currently, his works have been collected by Zhejiang Art Museum, Huan Tie Times Art
Museum, Vest Agder Museum, China Millennium Monument, Yuan Art Museum, and

other art institutions.

About W.Ming Art:

W.Ming Art is a private art and cultural enterprise founded in 2010 by Xiaoming

Zhang. W.Ming Art represents artists for exhibitions and sales. W.Ming provides private
sales and art advisory services for private and institutional clients globally. The company
specializes in international modern and contemporary art and has placed works shown at
the Metropolitan Museum, Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum and among others.
W.Ming has three office spaces, one is in Beijing; one is in Shanghai and one is in New
York.

For more information:

W.Ming Art official website: http://www.wmingart.com/

W.Ming Art Artsy platform: https://www.artsy.net/wmingart

Xu Li: Free Fall: http://www.wmingart.com/exhibitions/li-xu

Xu Li’s information : http://www.wmingart.com/artists/li-xu
HitH
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