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“Unlucky and miserable experiences can always provide unique perspectives to the 
artist.”    
       — Hu Xiangcheng 
 
GAWA is pleased to present Transcendence, an exhibition of works by artist Hu 
Xiangcheng (b. 1950) in our Shanghai showroom on the Bund. The exhibition features 
18 paintings and 2 pieces of installation created from the 1990s to now. 
 
Born in the 1950s, Hu Xiangcheng is a teacher, thinker, crafter, and, not least, an artist 
— each of these identities plays an equally important part in his art making. Over the 
years he has travelled and lived between Tokyo, Shanghai, Tibet, and Africa. His unique 
life experiences manifest not only in his blood, but in every brushstroke and exotic 
element of his work. 
 
Hu engages bold structures as well as momentary fragments in his artwork — sections 
of color and material record the passage of time regardless of past, present, or future. 
History can only be told in these partial fragments and fractures, and because of this, we 
can never discover what truly happened or find truth itself. Hu’s work prods us to wake 
up, to explore these origins and unknowns through both hidden and obvious cues. 
 
In Transcendence, the black-and-white construction conveys a strong existence in 
contrast to the amorphous background. It is not hard to see the geometry of the human, 
intellect in these shapes, at the same moment that the visceral surge of the background 
brings us to question the solidity of the mind. Is it water, lava, or the stream of 
consciousness itself? The movement stretches beyond the frame, without limit — there 
is no starting nor ending point, only a vast boundlessness. Hu shows us that things can 
be seen as transient from one perspective, and certain from another — all causes and 
resolutions are hidden in the unknown orders created by the artist. This is 
transcendence itself. 
   
The power of Hu Xiangcheng’s works is the result of his accumulated practice of over 60 
years combined with his unexpected naïveté and passion. The works present the co-
existence of artificiality and saponaceousness, void and fullness, reality and mystery, 
tradition and innovation. Composed elements and shapes, holding abundant 
iconography and meaning, narrate a brilliant drama regarding vitality. 
 
Hu is a contemporary artist full of realism as well as humanism. He illuminates our ever-
present wish to find the truth but points out that sometimes that effort can be futile. 
Nevertheless, the difficulty of the pursuit will never stunt our dreams for a utopian world, 
for transcendence. What is known and what is unknown are always increasing and 
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decreasing — both ordinary and impermanent. This itself might be the truth that artist Hu 
wishes for us to realize. 
 
“Hu Xiangcheng’s works are far-reaching in meaning, profound in concept, and large in 
scale. He has never worked to beautify problems which exist in the living world.  
Instead, Hu Xiangcheng discloses the paradox and complications of history in each 
iteration of his art. His works are not sweet and demonstrate no inclination to cater to the 
audience. They are like a thunder-clap, to wake you up, or leave you to despair that life 
and everything related to life are nothing.”  

  — Lv Peng (curator, critic and art historian) 
 
GAWA is pleased to present Hu Xiangcheng’s solo exhibition Transcendence. The 
works selected for this exhibition which are created over 30 years of the artist’s life. Hu 
designed and made the installation piece “drawers” specially for this exhibition. The 
stories in each abandoned drawer comprised the society. The scales in the works 
represent trade and justice, and the works reveal the dual manifestation of social history 
in both macro and micro world. 
 
 
About the Artist 
Hu Xiangcheng was born in 1950 in Shanghai, and lives and works there. He graduated 
from the Stage Design Department of Shanghai Theatre Academy in 1977, and worked 
at the college in the fields of visual arts, drama, music, and literature. In 1978, Hu taught 
at the Fine Arts Department of Tibet University for two years, where his atheist 
background encountered the indivisibility of Tibetan’s mental and physical worlds. He 
moved to Japan in 1986, researching contemporary, folk, and visual art. In the early 
1990s, he participated in the establishment of the Shanghai Biennial, and later started a 
three-year artistic exploration in South Africa. Upon returning to China in 2002, he 
worked to improve the state of civilization in rural areas, supporting a renaissance of 
traditional Chinese culture. His artworks have been featured in solo and group 
exhibitions over 30 times since 1986, in places such as China, Japan, France, and the 
US and collected by Shanghai Art Museum, Zhejiang Art museum, and White Rabbit 
Gallery. Hu’s work covers many different genres in the fine arts field, including painting, 
installation, and performance. In addition to creating art, he teaches and curates 
exhibitions. 
 
Hu’s solo exhibition “Now & Beyond: Hu Xiangcheng” is on display at the Shanghai 
Himalayas Museum until November 30, 2018. Admission is free.  
Please check out the link: http://www.himalayasart.cn/zhanlan_xx.aspx?id=882	
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About	GAWA	
GAWA	was	founded	in	2017	by	TCT	and	Co.	and	W.Ming	International	to	showcase	exceptional	
international	modern	and	contemporary	art.	Through	exhibitions,	educational	initiatives,	and	
collaborations,	GAWA	presents	the	ideas,	issues,	creativity,	and	culture	of	our	time	with	
openness,	integrity,	and	social	responsibility.	GAWA	engages	local	and	international	audiences	
through	its	branches	in	Shanghai	and	New	York.	We	welcome	you	to	come	explore	with	us.	
www.gawa.art	
	
About	TCT	and	Co.	(TeaCoffeeTea)	
Founded	by	Angela	Bi	after	more	than	a	decade	working	with	Visas	Consulting	Group,	TCT	aims	
to	bring	diverse	lifestyle	services	to	its	clients,	and	to	share	inspiration	and	treasures	from	
modern	life.	TCT	has	offices	in	Vancouver	and	Shanghai.	
www.tctandco.com	
	
About	W.Ming	International	
W.Ming	International	is	a	private	art	advisory	and	consulting	company	founded	in	2010	by	
Xiaoming	Zhang.	W.Ming	represents	artists	for	exhibitions	and	sales,	and	provides	private	sales	
and	art	advisor	services	for	private	and	institutional	clients	globally.	W.Ming	has	professional	
team	members	in	Europe,	America,	and	Asia;	the	company	specializes	in	modern	and	
contemporary	art,	especially	in	the	field	of	Asian	modern	and	contemporary	works.	W.Ming	has	
two	office	spaces,	one	in	Beijing	and	the	other	in	New	York.	
www.wmingart.com	
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