P i

WMING

N

News Release
Contact: Liu Chang
Manager of W.Ming Art
info@wmingart.com

Melodies of Spring Blossom

March 4%, 2022, Shanghai, W.Ming and Guanxinshe are pleased to present Melodies of Spring Blossom, an
exhibition of mixed media and two new videos by Catherine Lan (b. 1980) that have never been shown

before. The presentation also marks the artist’s first exhibition in Shanghai since her solo show in Beijing.

Melodies of Spring Blossom includes works from her series on flowers, trees, nature using acrylic,
pearlescent acrylic, iridescent acrylic glitter on faux fur between 2011-2018. Lan has the most desired and
multicultural art education one can have. She was born in Taiwan and grew up in Australia. For her
undergraduate studies, she traveled far to Beijing’s Central Academy of Fine Arts, and later received
graduate studies at Ecole des beaux-Arts in Paris and at Yale University. While pursuing an artist career in
New York City, Lan reflected deeply on what an artist could offer to others beyond art. She eventually
chose pursue a Doctoral of Education in College Teaching (Ed.D.C.T.) in Art and Art Education. At Yale,
she studied under Peter Halley, a great American contemporary painter whose focus is on color and
geometry. Lan also focuses on color while working with unconventional materials like faux fur. While
choosing a variety of natural pigments and industrial and fashion materials like faux fur to paint, she is

challenging the traditional media of painting on canvas.

Living in Queens, Lan is deeply connected with the local communities where she lives, works, and
contributes to the borough’s social activities and enrichment. At Queen’s Museum of Art and Queens
Botanical Garden, she collaborated with local dancers and composer to perform In the Mist of Lights and
Shades. She also performed Taiwan Spirit Updated at the NYC Central Park 50" Anniversary Performance
Art Event. She choreographed a performance with her paintings on printed silk and children’s dance in the

Vancouver Art Museum in Canada.
When reflecting on the artist’s methodology and strategy, Lan stated:

Globalization has contributed to an increased demand for goods and services, and contemporary
art production in various parts of the world has also been impacted by this phenomenon. The
increasing exposure to multiple cultures faced by artists induces them to create conceptually and

aesthetically multiple forms of art that embrace spontaneously reconstructed identities and reward
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histories of cultural dispossession by valuing heritage. According to David Joselit (2020), Western
modernism’s perpetual annihilation of preceding forms as a progressive aesthetic agenda devalues
heritage as a living resource (p. 224). Artworks that maintain their cultural heritage can lead one to
understand their potential function as a living resource for representing diverse experiences of
contemporaneity and providing alternative ways to consider modernity and progressive aesthetic

program (Document, Catherine Lan, 2022).

Thus, Lan positions herself as a global artist, a local artist, an agent “that participate in the broader dynamic

of recolonization in attempts by developing nations to establish an equitable relationship with the West.”

Despite the globalization influence on the artist’s growth and experience, her ways of thinking and
philosophy are deeply connected with her. Lan’s newest multi-media videos represent a new trend in
contemporary art that is instigated by the new cultural heritage. In Putting One’s Grain of Salt (2021), she
exerts her Taiwanese native, Chinese language, Australian home, French concept, and American
research/new home that are amalgamated by digitally composed music, a universal world language. The
geometric shapes of salt collage differ from yet synchronize with the Western art modernist historical
narrative. Guanyin (2021) depicts two flying musical accompaniments playing celestial music (originally 8
minutes composed by Angel Lam, edited with a voiceover by Catherine Lan) to depict the artists’

interpretations of this compassionate figure, Bodhisattva.

In conjunction with the newest multi-media video work, Melodies of Spring Blossom shows a series of cut
furry series to fuse the notion of drawing, painting, and sculpture (painting relief). Evident in her inventions
of various cutting methods and registers, they are beautiful with controlled and detailed renderings that
defy painting’s traditional notion of “adding”. Using fashion materials, Lan is inspired by both the Eastern
culture of expressionist ink painting and meticulous painting, landscape photography and Western Pop Art
and interdisciplinary art. The works allure the viewers to touch and interact with the furry materials, invite
them to immerse into the vibrant colors and emancipate together with her into her mysterious worlds and
fairytales. Characterized by interactive performativity, cosmos-like spaces, botanical imaginations, and
philosophical orientations, her work reanimates a mixture of traditions where divergent cultural values are
projected onto the same ensemble of images. They represent distillations from years of life experience that
are directed globally and locally. Melodies of Spring Blossom is an exhibition representing the journey of
an artist with a multi-cultural upbringing in phase with the globalized context of her times. She initiates a

broader conversation about contemporary art and have a meaningful dialogue with the World.
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The exhibition is curated by Xiaoming Zhang. The exhibition is installed in a historical building
Guanxinshe (Watch the Heart House) next to the old Lin Fengmian residence in the French concession on
No. 49 Nanchang Road, Shanghai. Works are installed in conjunction with classical Tibetan Thangkas and

Chinese antiques, adding futurist coloring and new life to the objects from the past.

Reference: Joselit, D. (2020). Heritage and debt: Art in globalization. The MIT Press.
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About Catherine Lan

Catherine Lan is a multi-disciplinary artist with a specialization in mixed media art, painting, drawing,
installation, and video. She is the recipient of Queens Council on the Arts Individual Artist Award, Yale
University Andrea Frank Foundation Sanyu Scholarship Award, Teachers College Columbia University
Myers Art Prize, and Arthur Zankel Urban Fellowship. She recently performed at the 50th Anniversary
NYC Central Park Performance Art Event; exhibited at the NYFA Art Space, Queens Museum, and El
Museo de Los Sures in New York. In Asia, she exhibited at Future of Today Art Museum in Beijing,
Hexiangning Art Museum in Shenzhen, China, and most recently, at the Korean Society of Art and Media
in Seoul.

She has been a teaching artist at the Center for Arts Education since 2011. Between 2017-2019, she was
an art instructor for the Creative Technologies Summer Bootcamp for teachers’ professional development
at Teachers College, Columbia University. Since 2019, she established LAN Art Studio (currently in
Flushing) and has been conducting both in-person and online art teaching to all levels from K-12,
graduate levels, to adults.

Her recent study is titled, Interior Art Learning Spaces: Where Inspiration Meets Creation: An Art
Professional Leaders’ Survey, a paper she presented at AMPS Architecture Media Politics Society
Conference at Stevens Institute of Technology, Hoboken, NJ, and accepted for publication in 2020. Her
doctoral research focuses on the flexible concept of “cutting” (which can be literally cutting with scissors
and non-literally in the computer) as an artistic, metacognitive process, and aesthetic inquiry.

Currently an Ed.D.C.T doctoral candidate in the Art and Art Education program of Teachers College,
Columbia University, she obtained MFA at Yale School of Art, Artist Diploma at Ecole Nationale
Supérieure des Beaux-Arts in Paris, and BFA at Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing.
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About Guan Xinshe and W.Ming

W.Ming Art is a private art and cultural enterprise founded in 2010. W.Ming represents artists for
exhibitions and sales and provides private sales and art advisory services for private and institutional
clients globally. The company specializes in international modern and contemporary art and has
placed works shown at leading arts institutions such as the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Solomon R.
Guggenheim Museum, and more. W.Ming has three office spaces: one in Beijing, one in Shanghai,
and one in New York.

Guan Xinshe Classical Art (Nanchang No. 49) sits next to the old residence of Lin Fengmian
(Nanchang No. 53, Shanghai). Guanxinshe’s literary name is Watch the Heart House and has been at
the current location for 6 years. Guan Xinshe was founded by Mr. Huang Wei. While showcasing
classical art from Tibetan Thanghka, Buddhist Sculptures, Chinese antiquities, Mr. Huang hope to
revive the local culture and art in Shanghai. Mr. Huang also hopes to connect arts and culture with
local history and communities and bring arts and culture to the heart of Shanghai, a cosmopolitan
where flouring new museums focused on bringing international contents.
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W.Ming Art Official Website: http://www.wmingart.com/
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