Roaming in the Home Boudoir
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Lan Chiao-Ju is the student of oil painting department in Central Academy of Fine Arts, [ was
invited by the head of the department Mr. Dai Shihe to teach a class called “Formalism
Original”, where lectures and discussion stake up most of the proportions in a class, this different
from the original art educations in China. At that time, [ am a heavy smoker and rarely leave the
classroom, although I know that smoking is inappropriate, when I’'m carried away with lecturing,
I’di nvoluntarily smoke one, and some students may perhaps follow me. One day as [ am
smoking, a young girl suddenly says, “Can we take a rest for a bit, you go out and smoke.” I
freeze for a moment, thinking that she indeed is being reasonable, and stubbed out the cigarette. |
smile and say to her, “When I’m at home I don’t listen when my wife when she manages me,
today I’'m managed by you.” She said, “When I’m at home I also don’t let my father smoke, I let
him smoke on the balcony.”

She is Lan Chiao-Ju. I therefore have a more understanding of her —born in Taiwan, comes from
Australia, pampered at home, likes to paint, pure, straightforward, and unsophisticated. In my
class, she is very serious with her work, some of them are selected to be published by Sanlian in
my book. I somewhat feel that, her love for art stems from her temperament, but also very
ambitious to have an aura of shine around her; she lives with a little superiority, yet seems to be
lonely more; there is a wild and rebellious in the heart of the pampered, and even intentionally,
she tries to find some suffering to withstand. If it is said that her roaming is to study, one might
as well say that she is searching for her cultural identity, and art is the spiritual home that she
could carry everywhere.

Today, she goes to Europe and the United States and leaves a lot of work on the way. As I read
these new works, while confirming the original feeling for her, yet clearly a much more matured
one. In particular, this maturity is reflected in the narrative form of those fairy-tale works, this is
not a random arrangement of a child’s self-gratification, but a mature female’s experience
sustenance and awakened thoughts. The use of ready-mades, embroidery, fabric of the traditional
female red techniques and strong colors enabled me to see that she has already established a
comfortable boudoir within her "roaming home", and here, more conveniently, she throws an
art silk ball toward the broad culture of the earth.

I am delighted to see the work of Lan, the form is different from any of the works of
contemporary art in China, Europe and the United States, they seem to be very quiet, yet full of
fanaticism and the fury of the inner self of passion; they don’t talk about the world, but it is an
overall understanding and perception of the world panorama; they are colorful, but not for
showing off the beautiful to attract the attention of passers-bys’ eyes, but calling the will-minded
people of the world, taking this fanaticism and the fury, understanding and perception toward life
far away to walk all the way.

In the continuing journey, Lan roams the boudoir at home, as sesame flower steadily blossoms.
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